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Gen er a l  m ar k in g  g u id an ce  

• All candidates must  receive the same t reatment . Exam iners must  mark the last  

candidate in exact ly the same way as they mark the first . 

• Mark schemes should be applied posit ively. Candidates must  be rewarded for what  

they have shown they can do rather than penalised for om issions.  

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not  according to their 

percept ion of where the grade boundaries may lie.  

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. Exam iners should 

always award full marks if deserved. Exam iners should also be prepared to award 

zero marks if the candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according to the mark 

scheme. 

• When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the mark scheme to a 

candidate’s response, the team leader must  be consulted. 

• Crossed-out  work should be marked u n less  the candidate has replaced it  with an 

alternat ive response. 

How  t o  aw ar d  m ar k s 

Fin d in g  t h e r ig h t  lev el  

The first  stage is to decide which level the answer should be placed in. To do this, use a 

‘best - fit ’ approach, deciding which level most  closely describes the quality of the answer. 

Answers can display characterist ics from more than one level, and where this happens 

markers must  use their professional judgement  to decide which level is most  appropriate. 

 

Placin g  a  m ar k  w i t h in  a  lev el   

After a level has been decided on, the next  stage is to decide on the mark within the level. 

The inst ruct ions below tell you how to reward responses within a level. However, where a 

level has specific guidance about  how to place an answer within a level, always follow that  

guidance. 

 

Markers should be prepared to use the full range of marks available in a level and not  

rest r ict  marks to the m iddle. Markers should start  at  the m iddle of the level (or the upper-

m iddle mark if there is an even number of marks)  and then move the mark up or down to 

find the best  mark. To do this, they should take into account  how far the answer meets the 

requirements of the level:   

• I f it  meets the requirements fully ,  markers should be prepared to award full marks 

within the level. The top mark in the level is used for answers that  are as good as 

can realist ically be expected within that  level 

• I f it  only barely  meets the requirements of the level, markers should consider 

awarding marks at  the bot tom of the level. The bot tom mark in the level is used for 

answers that  are the weakest  that  can be expected within that  level 

• The m iddle marks of the level are used for answers that  have a reasonable match to 

the descriptor. This m ight  represent  a balance between some characterist ics of the 

level that  are fully met  and others that  are only barely met . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Gen er ic Lev el  Descr ip t o r s f o r  Pap er  1  

 

Tar g et s:  AO1  ( 1 0  m ar k s) :  Demonst rate, organise and communicate knowledge and 

understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods 

studied, making substant iated judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant , of 

cause, consequence, change, cont inuity, sim ilar ity, difference and significance. 

 

 AO3  ( 1 5  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate, in relat ion to the historical context , 

difference ways in which aspects of the past  have been interpreted. 

 

Lev el  Mar k  Descr ip t o r  

 0  No rewardable material.  

1  1 - 6  • Simple or generalised statements are made about  the view 

presented in the quest ion. 

• Some accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  it  

lacks range and depth and does not  direct ly address the 

issue in the quest ion. 

• Judgement  on the view is assert ive, with lit t le support ing 

evidence. 

2  7 - 1 2  • Some understanding of the issue raised by the quest ion is 

shown and analysis is at tempted by describing some points 

that  are relevant . 

• Most ly accurate knowledge is included, but  it  lacks range or 

depth and only has implicit  links to issues relevant  to the 

quest ion. 

• A judgement  on the view is given, but  with lim ited support  

and the cr iter ia for judgement  are left  implicit .  

3  1 3 - 1 8  • Understanding and some analysis of the issue raised by the 

quest ion is shown by select ing and explaining some key 

points of view that  are relevant . 

• Knowledge is included to demonst rate some understanding 

of the issues raised by the quest ion, but  material lacks 

range or depth 

• At tempts are made to establish cr iter ia for judgement  on 

the view and to relate the overall j udgement  to them, 

although with weak substant iat ion. 

4  1 9 - 2 5  • Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by 

analysing and explaining the issues of interpretat ion raised 

by the claim . 

• Sufficient  knowledge is deployed to demonst rate 

understanding of the issues raised by the quest ion and to 

meet  most  of it s demands. 

• Valid cr iter ia by which the view can be judged are 

established and applied in the process of com ing to a 

judgement . Although some of the evaluat ions may only be 

part ly substant iated, the overall judgement  is supported. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

1 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the material that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement  about  whether the tension 

between the three Estates was the main reason why the ancien régime faced 

challenges in the years 1774-89. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

• The three estates were unequal and some had privileges at  the expense of 

others and, as a consequence, this led to tension and challenges to the 

ancien régime 

• The third estate paid taxes to which the second estate claimed immunity, 

and the king’s at tempts to tax the second estate produced challenge and 

resistance  

• The first  estate numbered about  100,000 yet  owned 10%  of the land and 

paid no taxes, and at tempts to increase the ‘don gratuit ’ produced 

challenge and resistance  

• The emergence of an influent ial bourgeoisie, which was formally part  of 

the third estate, aspired to polit ical equality and this led to challenges to 

the ancien régime 

• Tension between the estates fatally destabilised the init ial meet ings of The 

Estates General in May 1789. 

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

• New ideas were a challenge to the ancien régime, e.g. the enlightenment   

ideas of equality, individual freedom and reformed government  

• The financial cr isis, caused by war, meant  that  government  spending was 

not  sustainable and this was the basis of challenging the legit imacy of the 

ancien régime 

• The t rade depression and bad harvests of the 1770s and 1780s created 

further challenge to the ancien regime, which was seen as increasingly 

corrupt , inefficient  and out  of touch.  

 

Other relevant  material must  be credited.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

2 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the material that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement  about  whether it  was the 

September Massacres rather than the invasion of the Tuiler ies that  marked a 

more significant  stage in the radicalisat ion of the French Revolut ion. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

• I n the September Massacres, Parisian radicals exploited panic in the city. 

They believed prisoners were counter- revolut ionaries and killed them, 

which saw the revolut ion become increasingly violent  

• The September Massacres confirmed the power of the Paris mob as the 

agent  of revolut ion  

• Reports of the September Massacres caused out rage and seemed to imply 

that  Paris was in the grip of anarchy and becom ing more isolated from the 

more moderate provinces 

• The events of the September Massacres widened the gulf between the 

moderate Girondins and the radical Jacobins.  

 

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

• The at tack on the Tuiler ies was the first  direct  armed at tack on the 

monarch as well as on a royalist  symbol 

• I n the at tack on the Tuiler ies, the Paris mob displayed a new level of 

best ialit y, e.g. Swiss guards were slaughtered and body parts were thrown 

to dogs or displayed on pikes 

• The event  signalled the end of const itut ional monarchy 

• The at tack on the Tuiler ies led direct ly to the elect ion of a new Convent ion 

which would be based on universal suffrage. 

 

Other relevant  material must  be credited.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

3 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the material that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement  about  whether The Terror ensured 

that  opposit ion to the revolut ionary government  was reduced in the years 1793-

94. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

• The Terror was used to crush resistance to the revolut ion in Paris 

• The Law of Suspects and the Revolut ionary Tribunal allowed any 

resistance to be classed as counter- revolut ionary  

• The government  extended its cont rol over rebellious areas, e.g. Toulon 

and Lyons 

• The arbit rary powers of the représentants en m ission brutally established 

the authority of the revolut ionary government  throughout  France. 

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

• The Terror created bit ter divisions and hence opposit ion within the 

Convent ion and revolut ionary government  in Paris 

• I n Paris the dest ruct ion of ext reme radicals associated with Hébert  left  

resentment  that  surfaced in opposit ion 

• The at rocit ies commit ted in Lyons and the Loire Valley left  a deep 

resentment  of, and opposit ion to, the revolut ionary government  in Paris 

• The Terror led direct ly to the onset  of the White Terror in the south of 

France as old scores were paid off. 

 

Other relevant  material must  be credited.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

4 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the material that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to make a judgement  about  whether the Directory dealt  

successfully with internal threats before the coup de Brumaire. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

• The Directory was successful for four years in checking threats posed by 

the radical left  and the royalist  r ight  

• The Directory represented a balance between radical and conservat ive 

elem ents and prevented the threat  of anarchy or tyranny  

• The Directory dealt  successfully with physical threats from the left  and 

r ight , e.g. The conspiracy of Equals 

• The Directory successfully dealt  with the opposit ion to conscript ion 

• The Directory crushed the revolt  in the Vendée. 

 

 

The evidence used to counter or modify the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

• The Directory was unable to prevent  the revival of Jacobin influence and 

power 

• The Directory was increasingly reliant  on the army whose power grew 

steadily to the point  where it  became a threat  

• The Directory was unable to elim inate the challenge from the Church and 

the large body of it s supporters. 

 

Other relevant  material must  be credited.  
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